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• Stigma is a complex social phenomenon that marginalizes 

individuals and influences the course of illness. 

• In the context of hepatitis C virus (HCV), stigma is a well-

documented barrier to accessing HCV care and treatment.

• The Blueprint for informing hepatitis C elimination efforts in 

Canada emphasizes the need for additional actions to 

address stigma and its harmful effects. It also highlights the 

importance of healthcare professionals in providing 

destigmatizing approaches to care.

• A formal concept analysis is a strategy for examining 

concepts for their semantic structure, refining and clarifying 

concepts for use in theory, practice, and research by 

arriving at precise theoretical and operational definitions.
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Based on Rodgers' evolutionary method, this concept 

analysis aimed to explore stigma experienced by women 

living with HCV. Understanding this stigma within their context 

is crucial for developing care models that support the needs of 

women. 
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• Stigma in the context of infectious diseases has been 

well documented throughout history; however, as new 

viruses, treatments, and social conditions arise, the 

concept transitions into new conditions. 

• The analysis identified that stigma associated with HCV 

in women stands apart from other forms of infectious 

disease-related stigma, primarily due to its impact on 

women’s identity as caregivers and mothers.

• This enhanced understanding of stigma among women 

living with HCV can, in turn, inform healthcare 

professionals on more effective approaches when 

interacting with this demographic, address stigma in the 

healthcare system, and contribute to the overarching 

goals of HCV elimination.

The Initial Phase

• Choice of concept 
for analysis 

• Select an 
appropriate setting 
and sample 

• Collection of 
material

The Core Analysis 
Phase

• Analyze data

• Identify the 
attributes, 
antecedents, and 
consequences of 
a concept.

• Select an exemplar 
of the concept 

The Further 
Analysis Phase

• Identify the 
implications and 
hypotheses for 
further development 
of the concept
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