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Aim: This panel explores work conducted on the APSAD Opioid Dependence Treatment 
Program National Consensus for Action: A roundtable on Australian opioid dependence 
treatment event held in Canberra in September 2026.  The APSAD symposium for 2026 took 
the form of a consensus building event designed and implemented by a multidisciplinary 
group of individuals and organisations concerned at the current state of opioid dependence 
treatment in Australia.  This panel will look at what outcomes were achieved by the forum 
and whether the vision of achieving broad consensus across consumers, clinicians, 
advocates and researchers was successful.  Further, the panel will look at whether the 
consensus statement was useful in driving system change, albeit at this early stage.  The 
panel will then go on to discuss future possible directions for the consensus statement and 
consensus group and explore the utility of such a consensus building process for driving 
change in entrenched issues which lack prioritisation and resourcing by decision makers. 
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Detailed Description of Topics to be Discussed: 
 
This panel will discuss the process of building consensus and the results of the Opioid 
Dependence Treatment Program (ODTP) roundtable, including what consensus was 
reached and what advocacy goals and actions were formalised and agreed.  Lastly future 
directions and process reflections will be discussed. 
 
Different aspects of these topics will be explored from the perspective of the core interest 
groups which formed the consensus statement: advocates and peak bodies; researchers; 
clinicians; consumers. 
 
Discussion Section:  
 
The aim for those attending the symposium is to develop a comprehensive understanding of 
the (ODTP) consensus statement along with associated goals and actions.  Delegates will 
learn how their discipline fits into the consensus and why the consensus statement matters 
in their work.  Attendees will leave with an understanding of the agreed priorities for ODT in 
Australia and how their work can link into driving system change.  The audience will have the 
opportunity to ask questions about why the consensus was reached, and how specific 
aspects of ODT valued by different stakeholders fit into the consensus framework.  The 
audience will be empowered to drive change and push for quality improvement in ODT 
systems across Australia. 
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