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Background/aims

'n‘ 186,500 Iranians live with chronic HCV infection?

J 52% HCV Ab prevalence in people who inject drugs?
X

HCV diagnosis, linkage to care and treatment uptake
are suboptimal among people who inject drugs in Iran
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Methods

Rostam-1 A cross-sectional behavioral survey and HCV screening Eligibility:
Using Respondent driven sampling (RDS) at a community-based drop-in-centre -218 yrs.
(informed consent, face-to-face behavioural questionnaire, rapid and confirmatory lab HCV testing) | - DU (last 12 m)
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HCV RNA negative (HCV ab +/-) and HCV RNA positive
injected drugs in last 6 months

An observational cohort study of HCV negative A non—r;andomized treatment trial of HCV
PWID with active injecting

chronic infection

Rostam-2

Rostam-3

Outcomes of this analysis:
©  HCV diagnosis

©  Treatment initiation

©  SVR12 (by 30/07/2019)




Results- Enrolment demographics and clinical characteristics

Using 12 seeds, n= 171 recruited between July 10, 2018 and May 12, 2019
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Results- HCV cascade of care
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*All entries' denominators are previous stages’ populations



Conclusions/implications

©  Prior history of HCV testing and treatment was very low

®  Prevalence of HCV infection was considerable

Limited access to HCV care among PWID and stigma associated
with injecting drug use

( )

©  High rates of linkage to care, treatment initiation and SVR

| .

Outreach efforts can successfully deliver HCV care and increase HCV testing and
Jreatment uptake among PWID
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Results- injecting risk behaviours and access to harm reduction services

Injecting risk behaviours (n=171)
©  =Weekly Injecting (last 3 months); 55%
©  Receptive syringe sharing (last 12 months); 4%

©  Receptive injecting equipment sharing (last 12 months); 8%

Access to harm reduction services (n=171)
®  OST (last 12 months); 98%

©®  Easy access to needle and syringes; 66%



