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AIMS Figure 1. Support for legalisation of illicit drugs for personal use

1.Explore attitudes towards legalisation of illicit drugs for personal use

2.Describe preferences for responses when people are found in possession
of illicit drugs for personal use

3.Examine legalisation attitudes cross-tabulated with preferences for *
responses to possession of illicit drugs for personal use

METHODS No action Caution or a warning Health response
Study design Cannabis: 37% Cannabis: 22% Cannabis: 22%

. Exploratory, secondary data analysis Ecstasy: 9% Ecstasy: 15% Ecstasy: 38%
. National Drug Strategy Household Survey (2022/23)? Methamphetamine: 3%  Methamphetamine: 3% Methamphetamine: 53%

> Design: Complex, random, multi-stage stratified Heroin: 3% Heroin: 3% Heroin: 51%
o N=21,663
Statistical analysis @
« Complete case analysis
e Descriptive statistics and cross-tabulations - weighted percentages and Dy
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Outcome measures | Criminal sanctions
Cannabis: 15% Cannabis: 4%

Ecstasy: 26% Ecstasy: 12%

Methamphetamine: 21%  Methamphetamine: 20%
Heroin: 21% Heroin: 22%

« Responses for possession of illicit drugs (cannabis, ecstasy,
methamphetamine, heroin) for personal use (no action, warning only,
health, civil sanctions, criminal sanctions)

e Legalisation of these drugs for personal use
Figure 2. Preferences for responses for possession of illicit drugs for

HESUI_TS personal use

o Australians were largely supportive of the legalisation of cannabis for Cannabis Ecstasy

personal use (Figure 1)
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e Support for legalisation of other drugs was lower (Figure 1)
« Australians largely supported a health response to possession of illicit
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drugs across all four drug types (Figure 2)

e Smaller proportions endorsed civil and criminal sanctions for personal use Support

Support
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e Even those Australians who opposed legalisation supported a health

: Heroin Methamphetamine
response (Figure 3)
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e Support for legalisation of illicit drugs for personal use was low (with the

exception of cannabis), but Australians still preferred a health response
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« There was support for a health response even among those who opposed

Iegalisation = No action m Warning m Health response H Civil sanction B Criminal sanction

« Funding misaligned with public opinion on responses to personal use of

llicit drugs. Most goes to law enforcement, less to health and harm Figure 3. Preferences for responses for illicit drugs possession for personal

reduction responses’ use by support for legalisation
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