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Opportunity: BBV/STI care for people who inject drugs

Sexual Health

Service

Needle and BBV/STI services
Syringe Program
(NSP)
Primary Outlet

Operated by Drug
and Alcohol Services
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Outreach clinic
walk-in BBV/STI
services

Secondary NSP

Operated from
ACON Hunter
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NSP to Sexual Health Incentive Model
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Implementation Timeline

Incentive Incentive Incentive Incentive
Period #2 Period # 4 Period #6 Period # 8
Nov 20 - Nov 19 - Nov 18 - Nov 17 -
Dec 23 Dec 23 Dec 15 Dec 21
Incentive Incentive Incentive Incentive Incentive
Period #1 Period #3 Period #5 Period #7 Period #9
May 29 - May 21 - May 20 - May 19 - Oct 11-
Jul 16 Jul 1 Jun 30 Jun 15 Nov 14

Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Y
« 2324 tokens given to people at NSP \\_!4_" @
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* 1090 tokens redeemed for $20 voucher following clinic appointment !}Qﬂ NEWCASTLE



Was this model supporting increasing

service attendance and care for people
who inject drugs?
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Evaluation Timeline

Start of
Evaluation
Period Incentive Incentive
Jan 1 Period #2 Period # 4
Nov 20 - Nov 19 -
Dec 23 Dec 23
Incentive Incentive Incentive
Period #1 Period #3 Period #5
May 29 - May 21 - May 20 -
Jul 16 Jul 1 Jun 30

Jan Apr Jul Oct Jan Apr Jul Oct
2016 2017 2018

Jan Apr Jul Oct

Incentive

Period #6

Nov 18 -
Dec 15

Incentive

Period #7

May 19 -
Jun 15

Jan Apr Jul Oct
2019

Incentive
No incentive

47 weeks
206 weeks

End of
Evaluation

Incentive Period
Period #8 Dec 31
Nov 17 -
Dec 21

Incentive
Period #9
Oct 1-
Nov 14

Jan Apr Jul Oct
2020
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Evaluation aims

Impact of
incentive model
on services for

people who
injected drugs

Clinic
appointment
attendance

Hepatitis C
testing

Hepatitis C
treatment
initiation
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people per week:
 Non-incentive
periods: 12.7
periods: 35.9
IRR: 3.01 (95%Cl
2.74-3.31) P<0.001

Mean number
 |[ncentive
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Impact for sub-groups of people who inject drugs

Clinic appointment attendance (mean people/week)

Group Non-incentive periods Incentive periods IRR (95% ClI)
p-value
New clients 1.5 8.8 6.51 (5.52-7.68)
<0.001
Aboriginal and Torres 1.4 6.0 4.49 (3.75-5.36)
Strait Islander people <0.001
Females 2.6 9.9 4.04 (3.50-4.66)
<0.001
40-49 years 3.9 13.3 3.59 (3.16-4.07)
<0.001

Q“
Nk
NSW S

GOVERNMENT NEWCASTLE



N
oNn
-
-
=
)
U
),
‘r=
c
O
L
3
=
ol
O
),
ol
-
O
Y
N
e
N
0,
)
O
.S
-
(o]
ol
),
-

UNIVERSITY OF
NEWCASTLE

23

S
=

periods: 16
IRR: 5.02 (95%CI

4.28-5.90) P<0.001

e Non-incentive
periods: 4

Mean number
people having
hepatitis C test
per week:

* Incentive
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Impact for sub-groups of people who inject drugs

Hepatitis C tests conducted (mean people/week)

Group Non-incentive periods Incentive periods IRR (95% Cl)
p-value
New clients 0.9 5.5 /.22 (5.75-9.08)
<0.001
Aboriginal and Torres 0.5 2.9 6.80 (5.10-9.07)
Strait Islander people <0.001
Females 0.8 4.7 6.53 (5.15-8.27)
<0.001
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Current Hepatitis C infection

Period Number people
hepatitis C infection
(as % of those tested)

Non incentive 43 (5.3%)
Incentive 138 (14.5%)
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Hepatitis C Treatment Initiation

Period Number people % people who
hepatitis C infection initiated treatment
(as % of those tested)

Non incentive 43 (5.3%) 447%
Incentive 138 (14.5%) 24%

* Higher % people new to clinic

* May be a barrier to coming back
for further appointments for
treatment
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Key Actions and Takeaways

1 » Incentives provided at NSPs may support people to attend
clinic appointments and have hepatitis C tests -
especially for key subgroups

2 » Incentives of this kind may not be enough to support
people to initiate hepatitis C treatment in this context

3 . Further action is needed to determine if other types of
support or incentives of different amounts/at different
times are effective in increasing hepatitis C treatment
initiation
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You

melanie.kingsland@health.nsw.gov.au

International Journal of Drug Policy 143 (2025) 104868

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

International Journal of Drug Policy

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/drugpo

Check for

Effectiveness of periodic incentives on clinic attendance and hepatitis C
testing and treatment for people who inject drugs: A five-year retrospective
program evaluation

Carly Mallise b5 @) Danika Tremain ©, Maya Lindsay “, Nathan Ryder “, Kate Fisher °,
Benjamin Moran “, Christophe Lecathelinais ®, Joanna Mesure ““, Jason Grebely -

Alison Marshall’, Adrian Dunlop "%, Sally Woodward °, Judith Byaruhanga 0:C - Jodi Tyne d
Annette Slater®, Melanie Kingsland "¢

* Population Health, Hunter New England Local Health District, Wallsend 2287, New South Wales, Australia

b School of Medicine and Public Health, College of Health, Medicine and Wellbeing, The University of Newcastle, Callaghan 2308, New South Wales, Australia
“ Hunter Medical Research Institute, New Lambton Heights 2305, New South Wales, Australia

4 ACON, Islington 2296, New South Wales, Australia

“ Sexual Health, Hunter New England Local Health District, Newcastle West 2302, New South Wales, Australia

f The Kirby Institute, University of New South Wales, Sydney 2052, New South Wales, Australia

# Drug and Alcohol Clinical Services, Hunter New England Local Health District, Newcastle 2300, New South Wales, Australia

8

_— ————
NSW UNIVERSITY OF

GOVERNMENT

NEWCASTLE



	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Acknowledgements
	Slide 3: Acknowledgements
	Slide 4: Disclosures
	Slide 5: Opportunity: BBV/STI care for people who inject drugs
	Slide 6: NSP to Sexual Health Incentive Model
	Slide 7: Implementation Timeline
	Slide 8: Was this model supporting increasing service attendance and care for people who inject drugs?
	Slide 9: Evaluation Timeline
	Slide 10: Evaluation aims
	Slide 11: Appointments attended by people who inject drugs 
	Slide 12: Impact for sub-groups of people who inject drugs
	Slide 13: Hepatitis C tests for people who inject drugs
	Slide 14: Impact for sub-groups of people who inject drugs
	Slide 15: Current Hepatitis C infection
	Slide 16: Hepatitis C Treatment Initiation
	Slide 17: Key Actions and Takeaways
	Slide 18: Thank You

