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Expression of interest: 
First Nations Yarning Circles: Stories of Healing & Wisdom
We invite First Nations practitioners, Elders, and workers to lead our Yarning Circles - a dedicated space for storytelling, cultural exchange, and deep listening. Moving away from formal presentations, these sessions embrace a narrative-led approach to sharing lived experience and professional knowledge.
The Format: Connection through Conversation Each session is designed for intimacy and impact. You will sit with a small group to share your story, cultural wisdom, or project for 5 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of shared yarning and reciprocal questions.
Possible Themes for Sharing:
· Sitting with Elders: Insights from our knowledge holders.
· Remote & Regional Ways of Working: The unique realities of practicing on Country.
· Healing Trauma: Integrating cultural strengths into AOD treatment and recovery.
· Cultural Ways of Working: Indigenous-led methodologies in the AOD sector.
· Back to Country: The role of land and spirit in the healing journey.
Participants are encouraged to share through a lens of cultural safety and sovereign knowledge, ensuring our collective practice is grounded in First Nations wisdom.
If you are interested and keen to share more about your work, we’d love to hear from you by COB 5 July 2026. Please return this form or send an email to apsadconference@ashm.org.au. We will also accept a video submission that describes the proposed elements of the abstract.
Any questions, please email us or call us on +61 2 8204 0770.
To submit an expression of interest, the following details must be provided: 
Presentation Title: 
Presenter:
Contact Number:
Background: <Insert text here on who you are, your role, where you work>
Program / Project Details: <Insert text here on what your work / program addresses>

Wrap-Up + Learnings: <Insert text here on the main outcomes from your project / program, success stories and lessons learnt>
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