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& public health: Policy and implementation of education
programs: challenges and opportunities
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AHCSA Sexual Health Program
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Clinical support – developing clinical capacity to address the 

issues of sexually transmitted infections and blood borne 

viruses in the South Australian Aboriginal community.

Education and training for services – providing individualised 
training and education to services to address sexual health 
issues in their communities

Community education – supporting the delivery of sexual 
health education to community groups.

Community engagement and clinical capacity

Health promotion events – promoting sexual health at 
community events.

Sexual Health Module – delivered through AHCSA’s RTO as an 

elective module in the Certificate IV Aboriginal and/or Primary 

Health Care Practice.

https://ahcsa.org.au/education/courses/certificate-iv-in-aboriginal-and/or-torres-strait-islander-primary-health-care-practice
https://ahcsa.org.au/education/courses/certificate-iv-in-aboriginal-and/or-torres-strait-islander-primary-health-care-practice
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Adapting models to meet local need
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• Ongoing education and support is essential for workforce
• Communities have diverse needs, contexts and priorities



Education and Training

ASRH Conference 7

Tailored support packages provide support that is
• Individualised: Tailored to staff and community needs
• Ongoing: Not one off; builds skill over time
• Responsive: Adapted to local context and emerging issues
• Data-informed: Incorporates provision of routine reports to ACCHS and advice 

on opportunities to improve practice



Cert IV Sexual Health Elective
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• Delivered as part of the Certificate IV Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
Health Care Practice

• Topics covered include
• STIs and BBV testing, treatment
• Syphilis outbreak
• Choices in contraception
• Sexual assault
• Pregnancy options
• Hepatitis



2023 Evaluation Feedback
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• 100% of respondents found the training/education delivered by the sexual 
health team to be culturally safe and appropriate

• 100% of  respondents reported they would recommend the team to other 
services to support their STI screening activities



2023 Evaluation Feedback
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“They are always at the end of the phone or onsite if requested. We use the team as a point of reference if we 
are unsure, or are interested in how the other ACCHOS approach the screening or work flows.”

“AHCSA sexual health team are always approachable and available to us, supportive and advocate if needed.”

“These sexual health people have been awesome. I’ve picked up great tips for discussing sexual health.”

“A big thanks to these guys for their support to all the ACCHO's, for engaging with staff and community”



AHCSA Sexual Health Data Program
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AHCSA STI Data Program
Where is the data from? SA pathology
We analyse ACCHS data and develop reports and graphs 
Annual data or for specific screening events (e.g. enhanced 
screen period)
Individual service data and all services together                    
(de-identified)

Visit with services to yarn about data
• What’s going on behind the data? What does the data 

tell us?
• Looking at trends over time or any changes in testing. 

Are there groups of people that are harder to reach?
• How can services use data to support testing and reach 

community?
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Examples of reports AHCSA data program 
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Stay Lubly
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Campaign Snapshot:
909,526 Estimated Total Campaign Views
52,662 Estimated Online Views
856,864 Estimated Outdoor Views

Survey Feedback:
“Incentives like the merch encouraged some community 
members who have never been tested before to come forward 
and get tested and receive some education.”

“Our clients loved the words and imagery, particularly on our T-
shirts.”

“Clients and staff loved the T-shirts and they instigated many 
conversations. They also loved the posters and Aboriginal staff 
within the service really liked all the resources.”
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Find out more:
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Stay Lubly Campaign:
https://ahcsa.org.au/stay-lubly
https://shinesa.org.au/stay-lubly/ 

Program (including resource ordering for SA-Based ACCHS):
https://ahcsa.org.au/programs/sexual-health-blood-borne-viruses/ 

STI Screening Communicare Support Resource:
https://ahcsa.org.au/programs/sexual-health-blood-borne-viruses/sti-screening 

https://ahcsa.org.au/stay-lubly
https://ahcsa.org.au/stay-lubly
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https://shinesa.org.au/stay-lubly/
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Contacts
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AHCSA Sexual Health Team 
(08) 8273 7200 / https://ahcsa.org.au/
Josh: joshua.riessen@ahcsa.org.au
Bianca: bianca.mark@ahcsa.org.au

mailto:joshua.riessen@ahcsa.org.au
mailto:bianca.mark@ahcsa.org.au
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