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History

Thirty-six-year-old MSM presented with hoarseness of 
voice, mouth ulcers, alopecia and rash on genitalia for 
1month. 
No dysphagia, Stridor or cough 

Examination

Patchy alopecia on scalp
Snail tract ulcers on buccal mucosa
Macular scaly  rash on penis

Investigation 

RPR  -positive
Liaison antibody  -positive
Syphilis antibody  –positive
TP PCR on penile lesion -Positive

Diagnosis and 
management 

Secondary syphilis with laryngeal involvement. 
Treated with a single dose of benzathine penicillin 2.4 
MU 

Discussion 

Laryngeal syphilis is rare. 
Can occur during secondary or tertiary stages.
Present as ulcers of larynx, causing hoarseness of 
voice and dysphonia 

Take home massage

Laryngeal syphilis should be considered in syphilis 
patients presenting with hoarseness 
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