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                                                          WHO. Global Health Sector on Viral Hepatitis. Available at:  http//apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA69/A69_32-en.pdf?ua=1 

        
WHO strategy towards  

elimination of viral hepatitis as a public health threat 

 
GOALS 



       Hepatitis B and C new infections and mortality  

       by WHO regions, 2019 

WHO. Global progress report on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections, 2021. 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/341412/9789240027077-eng.pdf 

 

 



 
        The progress achieved under  

       global health sector strategies, 2016-2021 
 

WHO. Global progress report on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections, 2021. 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/341412/9789240027077-eng.pdf 

 

 

HCV, Europe, 2016 - 2019: 
 
•   33% of known HCV 
infected received DAA 
treatment between 2015-
2019  
 
•   only 24% HCV infected 
have been diagnosed 
 
•    the coverage needs to 
increase because the scale-
up of diagnostics and 
treatment has been slow 



 
        The progress achieved under  

       global health sector strategies, 2016-2021 
 

WHO. Global progress report on HIV, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections, 2021. 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/341412/9789240027077-eng.pdf 

 

 



       The road to elimination is complex 

       A continuum-of-care 

 
Boston consulting group. https://image-src.bcg.com/Images/BCG-Road-to-Elimination_tcm104-166034.pdf 

Marcias J, et al. J Hepatol 2019; 71: 45-51. Iversen J, et alJ Hepatol 2019; 70: 33-9.  

Platt L, et al. The Cochrane Database of Systematic  Reviews 2016; 2017: CD012021. 
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Monitoring response to  
WHO HCV elimination goals 



Tammi T, Rigoni R, Matičič M, Schäffer D, van der Gouwe D, Schiffer K, et al. Civil Society Monitor-ing of Harm Reduction in Europe, 2019. Data Re-port]. 
Amsterdam. Correlation – European Harm Reduction Network; 2020.  

Matičič M, et al. Harm Reduct J 2020;17(1):89.  

 

Monitoring HCV response for PWID in Europe: 
Correlation – European Harm Reduction Network 

2019 



• A cross-sectional prospective survey 
 

• Respondents: HR CSOs = Focal points of C-EHRN 
 

                                35 FP from 35 countries 
 

• A 27-item on-line questionnaire 
 

• Q from 4 strategic fields: 
- Use/impact of guidelines on HCV testing/treatment for PWID 
- Availability/functioning of a continuum-of-care 
- Changes compared to previous year 
- The role of CSOs of PWID 

 
• Q asked for the year 2018 

METHODS (in 2019) 

Matičič M, et al. Harm Reduct J 2020;17(1):89.  

 



Matičič M, et al. Harm Reduct J 2020;17(1):89.  

 

RESPONDENTS: 
Harm reduction CSOs from 35 European countries  
Focal points of C-EHRN  

Countries included in the study 

*Scotland was treated separately from the rest of the UK 



RESULTS: 
Reported use of most relevant guidelines for HCV treatment  
and indications for treatment in different groups of PWID 
 from 35 European countries (2019) 

Matičič M, et al. Harm Reduct J 2020;17(1):89.  

 



RESULTS: 
Improvements in a continuum-of-care  
compared to the previous year and the role of harm reduction CSOs and 
NGOs of PWID reported from 35 European countries (2019). 

Matičič M, et al. Harm Reduct J 2020;17(1):89.  

 



2020 

Rigoni, R, Tammi, T, van der Gouwe, D, Oberzil, V,; Csak R, Schatz, E. (2021) Civil Society Monitoring of Harm Reduction in Europe, 2020. Executive Summary. 
Amsterdam, Correlation – European Harm Reduction Network. 

Monitoring HCV response for PWID in Europe: 
Correlation – European Harm Reduction Network 



Location of C-EHRN Focal points, 2020 

Rigoni, R, Tammi, T, van der Gouwe, D, Oberzil, V,; Csak R, Schatz, E. (2021) Civil Society Monitoring of Harm Reduction in Europe, 2020. Executive Summary. 
Amsterdam, Correlation – European Harm Reduction Network. 



A survey: Comparing the progress in response 
to WHO hepatitis C elimination goals for PWID  

in 35 European countries between 2019 and 2020 

Maticic M, et al. INHSU Conference 2021; Abstract. Presentation on demand. 



• Included: HR CSOs = Focal points of C-EHRN 
 

                       35 Focal points from 34 countries 
 

• Comparing responses  from the C-EHRN Reports 2019 and 
2020 
 

 
• Q from 4 strategic fields: 
- Use/impact of guidelines on HCV testing/treatment for PWID 
- Availability/functioning of a continuum-of-care 
- Changes compared to previous year 
- The role of CSOs of PWID 

 

A survey: 
METHODS 

Matičič M, et al. Harm Reduct J 2020;17(1):89.  
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Maticic M, et al. INHSU Conference 2021; Abstract. Presentation on demand. 
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Maticic M, et al. INHSU Conference 2021; Abstract. Presentation on demand. 
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Where can HCV-infected PWID perform a non-invasive diagnostic 
examination for the evaluation of liver fibrosis (ie Fibroscan®) ? 

2020 

Maticic M, et al. INHSU Conference 2021; Abstract. Presentation on demand. 
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Maticic M, et al. INHSU Conference 2021; Abstract. Presentation on demand. 



Proportion of countries performing HCV testing and treatment  
at various settings in the years 2019 and 2020,  

as reported from 35 European countries 
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Maticic M, et al. INHSU Conference 2021; Abstract. Presentation on demand. 



Increasing the role of HR CSOs and NGOs of PWID  
compared to a previous year 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 

HCV awareness campaigns 

Testing on service providers, own location 

Treatment on service providers, own location 

2020 

2019 

Maticic M, et al. INHSU Conference 2021; Abstract. Presentation on demand. 



Compared to the previous year, regarding HCV,  
did the coordination between health-care providers (GPs, clinics) and 

social service providers (NGOs, HR services) change? 

Maticic M, et al. INHSU Conference 2021; Abstract. Presentation on demand. 



CONCLUSION 

• According to the CSO reports PWID are still in an unequal position 
and often deprived from proper HCV interventions 

 
• The overal picture in the report 2020 has not changed much from 

that of 2019 
 
• There is still a lot to be developed in the continuum-of-care and 

integration of HCV testing and treatment on site is still too rarely 
the case 
 

• CSOs engagement in HCV awareness, testing and treatment for 
PWID remains high, however major shortfalls in provision of those 
services remain  
 

• CSOs must be included in strategic planning for HCV continuum-of-
care and monitoring progress towards elimination goals 
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