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Recent changes in state driving laws ... Victoria

Road Safety Amendment (Medicinal
Cannabis) Bill 2023

Introduction Print

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

Clause Notes

Clause 1  sets out the purpose of the Bill. The Bill will amend the Road
Safety Act 1986 to provide that medicinal cannabis that does not
impair driving must be treated in the same manner as other
prescription drugs.

A valid prescription for medicinal
cannabis cannot be used as a defence
against a charge of testing positive for
THC on aroadside test

Since March 1st 2025, magistrates
have the option to decide whether or
not to cancel the patient’s driver’s

licence. Such exemption allowed once
only



Recent changes in state driving laws ... NSW

NSW government's drug summit
response rejects medicinal cannabis
defence for drivers for now

By state political reporter Alexander Lewis, Pablo Vinales and Freya Noble.
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Cannabis driving laws in Australia ... as at 2025

Presence of THC

* Itis an offence in all jurisdictions for a person to drive with any detectable
amount of THC in their system. This includes any detectable amount of THC
from prescribed medicinal cannabis or recreational cannabis.

* The law is enforced through roadside saliva testing and blood testing of
drivers involved in crashes that result in death or injury. The presence of THC
#including THC from medicinal cannabis) in the blood can be used as evidence

or prosecution purposes and may also affect vehicle and personal injury
insurance claims. It is also a serious offence to refuse a roadside drug test.

* Penalties for drug-driving include a mandatory driver’s licence suspension,
monetary fines (and in some states .... completion of a mandatory Behaviour
Change Program).

Impairment

* Itis an offence to drive a motor vehicle while impaired by any substance or
prescription medication, including medicinal cannabis.



Can medicinal cannabis impair driving?

[nternatonal Journal of Drug Policy 97 (20217 103307

A Ak b Contents lists available at Science Dinect

International Journal of Drug Policy

journal homepage: www.alsevier.com/locata/drugpo

Policy analysis

Medicinal cannabis and driving: the intersection of health and road safety )
policy e
Daniel Perkins ", Hugh Brophy?®, Iain S. McGregor®, Paula O'Brien?, Julia Quilter®,

Luke McNamara', Jerome Sarris ®", Mark Stevenson’, Penny Gleeson/, Justin Sinclair?,
Paul Dietze"



Can medicinal cannabis impair driving?

el e e » Just like other psychoactive
medications — THC can impair
driving — related to range of
factors — most of which can
be modified by patient
education / behaviour
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How do we normally educate patients about
driving and psychoactive medications

* Labelling and warnings on medication

* Educating patients about risk mitigation:

* “Do notdrive if you feel impaired”
Educating patients about potential risks of driving and use of medication
Relationship between dose, route of administration, duration of effects
Do not drive when initiating treatment/ major dose changes
Caution about mixing with alcohol and/or other psychoactive medications
* Cautionre: otherrisks to driving (e.g. sleep deprivation, shift work)
* |If concerned — notification to relevant state government driving authority
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Medicinal Cannabis and Driving
Staying safe and understonding Victoran rood safety laws

I you have been
prescriped medicinal
connabis for a medicol
condition or If you are
considering medicinal
connabis treatment,

It IS Bmportant to
understond what taking
these medications
means for your driving
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What can doctors /

pharmacists tell
patients about driving
and medicinal cannabis
now ....

“Just say no!

Don’t drive ... it Is against the law to
drive if you have used THC”



How do we normally educate patients about
driving and psychoactive medlcatlonr\é’oe’ o
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My 20 cents. ...

* Driving laws re: medicinal cannabis are not consistent with the
way we handle other medications that pose higher risks to
patients and the community

* This is the perpetuation of stigma against medicinal cannabis
arising from prohibition

* Current approaches may increase potential harms by not allowing
sensible risk mitigation strategies that we apply every day in
clinical practice.
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