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which our office is located. 
We pay our respect to Elders 
past and present, and extend 
that respect to all First 
Nations people.
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generously participated in this research. This 
research starts and ends with a desire to 
represent the best interests of people living 
with hepatitis and to keep that at the 
forefront of every stage of the research 
process.
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WHY HAVE WE DONE THIS RESEARCH?

Hepatitis B 
is endemic 
in Myanmar

6.5%
active general 

population

Large scale 
vaccination 
began in 2016

National 
vaccination 
coverage is low

https://www.burnet.edu.au/
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 IMMUNITY - INTERPRETING HBV SEROLOGY

Surface antigen

Core antibody

Can indicate prior infection 
& vaccination

Point of care test

Can indicate active 
infection

Laboratory tests

Surface antibody

https://www.burnet.edu.au/
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INTERPRETING HBV SEROLOGY

Point of care test

Can indicate active 
infection

 

Priority 
Population 
Vaccination

Surface antigen

 

https://www.burnet.edu.au/


MLF Than Sitt 
Charity Clinic

Burnet Institute 
Thingangyun

*Hepatitis C: Community Testing and Treatment (CT2) Study – 2019-2020

434

General pop attending 
a liver clinic

People who 
inject drugs

HCV positive

HBV negative

POPULATION
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RESULTS

Taiwan – Lu, 2018

• 7.9% general population prevalence
• 26% general population previous 

infection
• 55% people who inject drugs 

previous infection

China Japan Vietnam

Similar results found in:

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Previous infection Vaccinated Suseptable

73%

13%
14%

(Kiyosawa, 1989) (Nadol, 2015)
(Sereno, 2012)

(Hou, 2019)

Previous infection
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https://www.burnet.edu.au/


WHY DOES THIS 
MATTER?
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

Critically analyse policies

ONE

TWO

THREE Challenge the view that high income country 
health approaches suit all contexts

Investigate vaccination approaches which are 
more specific for priority populations

https://www.burnet.edu.au/
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