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Primary liver cancer - IARC 2013
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• Globally, liver cancer is the 4th leading cause of cancer deaths

– Nearly 10% of all cancer deaths are due to liver cancer

• However liver cancer is ranked 2nd in years of life lost

Fitzmaurice 2017

Jama Oncol
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IARC – World Cancer Report, 2014
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Changing liver cancer mortality, 1990-2015
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Incidence and mortality trends 
for primary liver cancer

Australia, 1982-2014
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HCC in people notified with CHB in Victoria
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individuals with hospital admissions ASR liver-related ASR HCC
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Impact of antiviral treatment on HCC
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Entecavir 

listed on PBS
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Surveillance for HBV Indicators
Doherty Institute

McCulloch et al, AVHEC 2019
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Late diagnosis of 
viral hepatitis 

remains a major 
challenge
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Liver cancer prevention 
data linkage project, 
Victoria

Brown et al, AVHC 2018
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Antiviral treatment access remains a major challenge

https://ashm.org.au/programs/Viral-Hepatitis-Mapping-Project/MacLachlan et al, 2019
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Conclusions

HCC is a leading global cause of cancer-related deaths

Trends diverging globally, increasing in Australia and NZ

Ecological analyses of linked data suggest that antiviral therapy is 
having a profound population-level impact on HCC and liver-
related mortality for people living with both CHB and CHC in 
Australia

In tandem with preventing new infections, we must do so much 
better in identifying people living with chronic viral hepatitis to 
unleash the potential for antiviral treatment to prevent this 
devastating outcome: to not do so, is simply unthinkable 
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