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Australia’s National Hepatitis C 
Strategy Targets 

• Elimination focus

• No one left behind

➢These goals require assessment of disparities in 
access to treatment

- Existing variations in access to health care and in 
HCV burden – may be reflected in treatment

- Important for assessing equity of access, prioritising 
regions of greatest burden
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The National Viral Hepatitis Mapping 
Project

• Commonwealth government funded

• HBV since 2012

• Expanded to include HCV in 2016

• Provide locally relevant, geographically 
specific estimates of the burden of disease 
and of access to treatment and care

• Identifying priority areas, progress, gaps and 
disparities

The Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity 

A joint venture between The University of Melbourne and The Royal Melbourne Hospital

Mapping viral hepatitis
• Geographic areas:

– All based on postcode of 
residence 

– Primary Health Networks 
(PHNs): 31 in Australia, 
population 60,000 – 1.7 
million

– Statistical Area 3, (SA3s): 
332 in Australia, population 
30,000-130,000

– All assigned using postcode of 
patient residence
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Data sources – hepatitis C prevalence

• Based on epidemiology of HCV in Australia, predominately 
people with history of injecting drug use

• National prevalence data (Kirby Institute1) distributed 
according to number of notified cases 2007-2016

• Proportion diagnosed high – likely to generally reflect 
prevalence

1. Annual Surveillance Report 2016
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Data sources – treatment

• Medicare records of MBS services and PBS prescribing

• Combined with prevalence data to generate uptake

• HCV treatment in DAA era 

• Includes all Medicare-eligible individuals
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Hepatitis C prevalence across Australia

The Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity 
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Estimated prevalence of hepatitis C 
according to PHN, 2016



23/08/2018

5

Hepatitis C prevalence in South Australia

Hepatitis C treatment over time
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Estimated hepatitis C treatment uptake by 
PHN, 2016-2017

South	Eastern	Melbourne
25.1%

North	Western	Melbourne
19.0%

Eastern	Melbourne
24.9%

HCV t reat ment

8.9% 40.4%

Treat ment  upt ake

Map based on Longit ude (generat ed) and Lat i t ude (generat ed)  and Lat i t ude (generat ed) .  For pane Lat i t ude (generat ed) :  Color shows det ai ls about  Upt ake.  For pane Lat i t ude (generat ed)  (2):  The marks are labeled

by PHN1 and clean_HCV upt ake. The dat a is fi lt ered on Est imat ed CHC prevalence and Est imat ed CHC prevalence. The Est imat ed CHC prevalence fi lt er  ranges f rom 0.06% t o 7.56% and keeps Null values. The

Est imat ed CHC prevalence fi lt er excludes 0.368727766. The view is fi lt ered on PHN1 and Upt ake. The PHN1 fi l t er keeps East ern Melbourne, Nort h West ern Melbourne and Sout h East ern Melbourne. The Upt ake

fi l t er ranges f rom 1.3% t o 52.9% and keeps Nul l values.
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Melbourne: Estimated hepatitis C treatment 
uptake according to PHN and SA3, 2016-2017
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Treatment relative to population size, by PHN, 
2016-2017
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Health service access: specialists per 1,000 
people living with HCV

National Viral Hepatitis Mapping Project - Hepatitis C

Slide 14
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Limitations and next steps

• Data specificity for key priority populations: 
incarcerated persons, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander populations

• Information about outcomes (HCC)

• Notifications data limitations

• Feedback from stakeholders and local experts

National Viral Hepatitis Mapping Project - Hepatitis C

Slide 15
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Summary

• Prevalence of and treatment uptake for 
hepatitis C vary widely

– Rural and regional areas over-represented

– Predictors of treatment uptake include geographic 
factors, socioeconomic, and health service factors

• Data assist in identifying priorities for 
improvement and increased focus – advocate 
for action

National Viral Hepatitis Mapping Project - Hepatitis C

Slide 16
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