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National Drug Strategy Household Survey Overview

The NDSHS series
› Commenced in 1985. The 2022–2023 survey was the 14th survey in the 

series, and the 9th to be managed by the AIHW on behalf of the 
Department of Health and Aged Care.

Purpose
› Provide the Commonwealth with information on licit and illicit drug use 

behaviours from individuals in all Australian jurisdictions and to continue 
the time-series data that have been established through previous 
surveys. 

Scope
› People aged 14+ living in Australian households. Only one person was 

selected in each household (whoever had the most recent birthday). 



The National Drug Strategy Household Survey

› The NDSHS uses a cross-sectional survey design.

› Collects data from at least 20,000 households at a single point in time.

› Surveys are collected in the 8 States and Territories of Australia, and 
across all remoteness areas. 

› Examining the trends or patterns of drug use and/or attitudes on drug-
related issues although it doesn’t capture changes over time within the 
same individuals.



What information is collected?

› demographic characteristics (e.g., gender, age, 
educational attainment, marital status, 
remoteness area).

› attitudes on a range of drug-related issues 
including their perception of the health risk 
associated with drug use

› drug use patterns, method of use, source of 
supply

› experience of drug-related verbal and/or 
physical abuse and activities undertaken while 
under the influence of alcohol or illicit drugs

› attitudes towards drug-related policy and 
interventions

› health status and mental health



Changes in recent illicit drug use (2019 to 2022–2023)



Current use of cigarettes and e-cigarettes by socioeconomic 
advantage and disadvantage



Risky consumption of alcohol among people aged 14 and 
over
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Detailed findings are all available online

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-
drugs/national-drug-strategy-household-
survey/contents/about 

Or just search online for National Drug 
Strategy Household Survey

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-drugs/national-drug-strategy-household-survey/contents/about
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-drugs/national-drug-strategy-household-survey/contents/about
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/illicit-use-of-drugs/national-drug-strategy-household-survey/contents/about


What if you want to use NDSHS data for your own 
projects?
The NDSHS data can be accessed through Australian Data Archive (ADA)
https://dataverse.ada.edu.au/dataverse/ndshs

https://dataverse.ada.edu.au/dataverse/ndshs
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Head of Tobacco, Alcohol and Other Drugs Unit
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For all your alcohol and other drug information needs

aod@aihw.gov.au
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