
A CANADIAN 
PERSPECTIVE 
ABOUT PEOPLE 
WHO USE DRUGS

DOES COVID-19 

SHOW US THE WAY:



Land 
Acknowledgment

We would like to acknowledge that the land we work and play on is the ancestral 
and unceded territory of the Indigenous people of Turtle Island. Acknowledging 

territory should take place within the larger context of genuine and ongoing work to 
forge real understanding, and to challenge ongoing colonialism. We strive to 

collaborate and respect all of the indigenous tribes of Turtle Island. 

Every individual and every institution have a role to play in making the needed 
changes to dismantle systemic racism and oppression against Black and Indigenous 
People in our society. We think one action that anyone can take is raising your own 

cultural awareness - learning about other cultures, asking questions, reading, 
listening, and becoming more self-aware. While doing this work, we must keep an 
open mind and open heart. Through this acknowledgment and the harm reduction 

philosophy we commit ourselves to this lifelong work in creating real effective 
change within our society. 



Disclosures

Matthew Bonn reports personal fees from AbbVie and 
grants and personal fees from Gilead Sciences, outside of 
the submitted work.

Matthew Bonn is also a drug user and a person who was 
formerly incarcerated. 
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ROLES FOR SAFE SUPPLY







DECRIMINALIZATION



POSSESSION OF DRUGS STATS
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WHAT WE NEED NOW!

SAFE SUPPLY

DECRIMINALIZATION

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

TESTING TREATMENT 
FOR HIV/HCV

ACCESS TO OPS/SCS

DEFUNDING THE POLICE



#DRUGDECRIMCANADA

WILL IT GET DONE?!



“The New Democratic Party, Green Party and Bloc Quebecois —

all of which held seats before dissolution — said in statements to 

The Canadian Press that they support decriminalization. Both the 

Greens and New Democrats also committed to safe supply.”

"People with addiction should not be the focus of the 
criminal justice system. People that are dealing and 
preying on people with addiction should be the focus," said 
O'Toole.

"(Safe supply) is certainly something we 
have invested in and will continue to stand 
for," Trudeau said during an announcement 
on mental health commitments.

"We've seen a number of 
provinces particularly British Columbia, very 
interested in moving forward on some forms 
of decriminalization and we are absolutely 
open to working with them."
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