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We promote community health 
and reduce health disparities in 
Rhode Island and beyond. We 
oversee the development of  

innovative public health 
programs, translational and 

policy research, and training of  
public health students and 

practitioners.
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Screening & Treatment Initiatives

Enhancing screening and linkage to care among 
underserved communities through community outreach 

and mobilization, community clinics, and large-scale 
social marketing and media campaigns. 

Geographically Focused Interventions

• In many urban areas, a few 
neighborhoods count for a 
large share of  HIV 
infections

• HIV infections cluster

• Some neighborhoods have 
infection HIV infection 
rates similar to sub-Saharan 
Africa

• Maps tell us where to focus 
intensive prevention and 
treatment efforts
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Rates of  Persons Living with HIV/AIDS 
by Zip Code and Census Tract, 2009

Source: AIDSVu

Am. Journal Public Health, 2014
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Geography Should Not Be Destiny

Am. Journal Public Health, 2014

Do One Thing



15-Oct-18

5

HIV/HCV Linkage to Care Protocol
OraQuick® rapid HCV 

antibody test reactive

Confirmatory test is positive

Confirmatory test is negative 

x 2

D1T staff notifies patient and 

provides counseling

D1T staff notifies patient : 

counseling + insurance status

Insured with a primary care 

provider

Referral

Insured with no known 

primary care provider

PCP visit followed by referral

Uninsured with no primary 

care provider

Social worker works w/ clients 

to gain insurance + then refers

OraQuick® rapid HIV  antibody 

test reactive

D1T staff immediately links 

patient to HIV care within 24-

48 hrs

If  uninsur-

able, refer 

to health 

center

Repeat test → Blood draw for 

confirmatory Western blot

Repeat test → Blood draw for 

confirmatory HCV PCR quant

Do One Thing Community Outreach
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Do One Thing Program Results

J. Gen. Internal Med., 2015
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HIV Screenings Offered and Conducted by Month

Eligible Patients Screenings Offered Screenings Conducted

Routine HIV Screening in an Urban Community Health Center: Results 
from a Geographically Focused Implementation Science Program
Public Health Reports, 2016   |   Nunn A, et. al.

Why Churches?

• Community Reach and Impact

• 85% of  African Americans are 
Christian

• Rich religious history in Philadelphia and 
Mississippi 

• Churches can do things we can’t!

• Geography: Reach of  faith based 
organizations in medically underserved 
communities

Choir of Anderson United Methodist Church, World 

AIDS Day 2013 in Jackson, MS
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Greater Than AIDS

Pastor Waller, Greater Than AIDS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUpJfxkT_5A

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUpJfxkT_5A
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HCV in Rhode Island, 2016

• The HCV prevalence rate (based 
on antibody testing from health 
systems and laboratories 
represented in the profile)  ranged 
from 3.7 to 6%.

• The percentage of  individuals 
with chronic HCV who 
underwent screening is likely 
between  3.1% and 5.1%. 

• In 2014, there were 102 HCV-
related deaths in Rhode Island; 
this is a five fold increase in the 
last decade

RI Hepatitis Action Coalition, 2016

Medicaid Claims for HCV Antibody Tests by 

Rhode Island Zip Codes, 2014-2015

Clinical and Non-Clinical HCV Screenings
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East Side Clinical Labs
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The Providence VA Medical Center
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Community-Based Agencies
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New Frontiers: Online-to-Offline Linkage to Care

Public Health Reports, 2016

Sexually Transmitted Diseases, 2018

20

Do It Right
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Diagnose individuals who are unaware of  their HIV & HCV infections 
and immediately link them to care, with the ultimate goal of  achieving 

HIV virological suppression and HCV cure.

Contact Me

Amy_Nunn@Brown.edu

401-863-6568
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