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EMCDDA Elimination Barometer – online resource

2

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/html/viral-

hepatitis-elimination-barometer_en



HCV-RNA prevalence EU+Norway
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EU average (2018-19): 35%



HCV transmission – incidence proxy
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Combination prevention NSP-OST EU+Norway

5

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/ad-

hoc-publication/impact-covid-19-drug-markets-

use-harms-and-drug-services-community-and-

prisons_en



HCV testing coverage EU+Turkey

6

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/m

anuals/manual-increasing-access-hepatitis-c-

testing-and-care-people-who-inject-drugs_en



Conclusions

▪ The EU as a whole was below the 2020 elimination targets for PWID before the pandemic

▪ Any successful strategy needs to (re)emphasize harm reduction (HR) services as its 

cornerstone, with a decentralized, people-centred, integrated approach

▪ The pandemic and restrictive control measures had:

▪ Initial negative impact on HR activity

▪ Negative economic impact on vulnerable populations

▪ Little impact on availability of (stimulant) drugs

▪ HR services are resilient, have innovated and adapted: they should be considered essential 

health services and receive sustainable funding if we want to collectively achieve the SDGs
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= Increased transmission risk
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