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From then…

Mak, 1998

...to now

Annual Surveillance Report, 2017

Aboriginal and TSI men

Aboriginal and TSI women
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Syphilis outbreak in Northern and Central Australia



26/09/2018

4

Syphilis outbreak in Northern and Central Australia

2143 cases in across 4 states

13 congenital cases – 6 deaths

Evolution of the outbreak

Jan 2011 – North West
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Evolution of the outbreak

Jan 2011 – North West

Dec 2012 – Cape and Torres

Jul 2013 – Alice Spring & Barkly

Aug 2013 – Cairns and Hinterland

Evolution of the outbreak

Jan 2011 – North West

Dec 2012 – Cape and Torres

Jul 2013 – Alice Spring & Barkly

Aug 2013 – Cairns and Hinterland

Jan 2014 – Townsville
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Evolution of the outbreak
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Evolution of the outbreak

May 2014 – Katherine

Jun 2014 – Kimberley

Nov 2015 – East Arnhem

Nov 2016 – Far Northern, Western, Eyre

Jan 2017 – Darwin

Feb 2018 – Pilbara
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What have we “learned”

• Early response was slow and limited

• Response is hard without the right resources 

in place

• Congenital syphilis likely while syphilis is 

common

• Long term control will require long term 

investment


