
Is there reproductive choice? 
Contraception use among women who 
inject drugs.

BEK PETROVIC, TEAM LEAD – AOD FIELDWORK 

ON BEHALF OF: ASH STEWART, SAM COLLEDGE-FRISBY, ANNA WILKINSON, 

CAITLYN DOUGLASS, PETER HIGGS, PAUL DIETZE

NOV 2025



 

 

100% of the purchase price goes directly to the artist. The artist retains copyright of this image. To reproduce this work, 

please contact The Torch or complete the Licensing Application Form on our website. 
 

THE TORCH 46 St Kilda Road, St Kilda VIC 3081 T: (03) 9492 2341 E: artcoordinator@thetorch.org.au 

VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE: www.thetorch.org.au/gallery 

 

A R T W O R K  C E R T I F I C A T E  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Stacey 
Taungurung/Boon Wurrung 
Bunjil The Creator, 2021 
65 x 118 cm 
cat #: 0232-22 
Acrylic on canvas 

 
Bunjil is the creator of the Kulin nations. He takes the shape of a wedge-tailed eagle. Any guests of the 
Kulin nations have to follow two rules: to obey the laws of Bunjil, and to not harm the children or land of 
Bunjil. 
 
Stacey is a Taungurung/Boon Wurrung woman with traditional connections to the Melbourne region. 
Stacey's grandfather and his siblings were removed under government policies and today Stacey 
describes herself as a grandchild of the Stolen Generation. Stacey has been living in Melbourne and has 
been exploring her identity, art and culture more recently as an adult. In 2013, Stacey started working at 
the Koorie Heritage Trust where she met an Elder who helped her join the dots with her family 
connections. 'The Elder told me that I am Taungurung/Boon Wurrung. Since that day I don't paint dots 
anymore. My inspiration is the beautiful designs and patterns from traditional artefacts of my ancestors. 
Painting diamonds is healing for me. And now I can pass that healing down to my children and future 
grandchildren.' Stacey is exploring and reclaiming southeast Australian designs through her paintings, 
referencing concentric diamond designs from traditional shields and clubs from South-Eastern Australia. 
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CHOICE

Contraception allows women choice for family planning

UNINTENDED PREGNANCIES

Women who have experience of injecting drug use face 
higher rates

DIFFICULT ACCESS

Rarely part of AOD/Harm Reduction services

Why this matters

BACKGROUND



Contraception types
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Study Aim & Methods

We aimed to estimate the proportion of medication contraceptive use among women in the SuperMIX 
study born in different generations, overall and by short-acting and long-acting contraception. 

• Women (female sex at birth) who were of reproductive age (14 – 54 years) and had initiated 
injecting drug use prior to or during the study period (2008 – 2022)

• PBS dispensation records for medication contraceptives and MBS for contraceptive procedures 



• Use is similar 
between the two 
generations

• Use declines in 
women over 35 in 
both groups

• Method choice 
shifts from oral pill 
to LARC but at 
lower levels than in 
general population

Grey = total contraception dispensed 

(oral pil l  + LARC combined)
Oral pil l LARC Gen pop estimate

What the data shows us



• Hea l th  sys tem advancements

• LARC more  access ib le

• Ora l  p i l l  assumes ‘s tab i l i t y ’

• LARC removes  da i l y  burden

What this shift means



What needs to change

ACCESSIBILITY

Contraception and 
family planning 
conversations need 
to be brought into 
the AOD and harm 
reduction space

OPTIONS

Ensure all 
contraceptive options 
are explained, 
including efficacy, 
side effects and 
practical barriers — 
so women can make 
informed choices

PERSON 
CENTERED

Ensure 
contraception is 
voluntary, trauma 
and adversity-
informed and 
removable.

REFERRALS

The building of 
simple referral 
pathways
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