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Background & Aims

People engaged with criminal justice systems often face barriers to hepatitis C (HCV) services including low
awareness, stigma, poor access to health services and distrust in healthcare.

England’s prison programme seeks to overcome this by embedding staff with lived experience of the criminal
justice system (peers) into prison healthcare teams. We describe preliminary findings of an evaluation of the
programme since national implementation in 2019.
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Peer teams can be highly effective in increasing HCV testing and treatment, and addressing stigma in prisons. This
is a largely untapped and under-utilized workforce.
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It’s likely the programme has impacts far beyond hepatitis C, and the model could be used with a range of health
conditions common in criminal justice settings such as HIV, TB, maternal health and respiratory disease.

The programme is continuously developing. Recent work includes resident-delivered testing; integrated BBV/ST]
. screening, and work in community criminal justice settings. We are currently seeking funding for a full evaluation.
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