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my respects to elders, past and present, and 
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The power of
PEERS



The power of peers …
drawing on life as inspiration for action

Diverse lived experience to engage and support others

Bridge and navigate health care system/services

Improving health care delivery, services and policy

Advocacy and representation

Challenging stigma and discrimination
Peer-facilitated treatment access for hepatitis C: the Live Hep C Free project (Silano et al 2022)
https://harmreductionjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12954-022-00619-3



The power of peers …
in all their guises

Peer engagement and support workers
cultural support
lived experience
navigators

EMPOWER peers
Speakers 

educational
media



The power of
PARTNERSHIPS



The power of partnerships …
through collective action

Playing to strengths

Maximising resources

Broadening reach

Increasing engagement, access treatment and cure

Keeping it real, challenging systems and promoting change



The power of
PLACE



The power of place …
beyond clinic walls

Public health and health promotion – expanding settings and 
services

Outreach

Innovation – self testing and referral

Personal agency 

“MY LIFE, MY CHOICE”



The power of … powering
PERFORMANCE



Performance …
HEP CURED (July-August 2023)



Performance …
EMPOWER (since 23 August 2023)

25 378
ENROLMENTS

Ab DETECTED
30

EVENTS



Performance…
Peer engagements (since 1 July 2023)



THANK YOU


