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Background/Purpose
Sex workers in Papua New Guinea face significant human rights challenges, including criminalisation, stigma, discrimination, and violence, which directly limit access to HIV prevention, testing, and care. Friends Frangipani PNG Inc (FF), the national network led by and for female sex workers, was established in response to these challenges and continues to advocate for the rights, safety, and health of sex workers across eight provinces. 
Approach
FF implements peer-led outreach and advocacy grounded in lived experience and community leadership. Peer educators provide HIV prevention, testing support, condom distribution, and referral to services, while also supporting women experiencing violence, stigma, or service refusal. A key component is the documentation and referral of human rights violations, including gender-based violence, alongside engagement with health providers, law enforcement, and legal services to improve accountability and access. Advocacy is integrated into outreach, ensuring that community voices inform service delivery and policy dialogue.
Outcomes/Impact
Peer-led approaches have strengthened engagement of sex workers with HIV services and improved trust in community-based programs. Women report increased confidence in accessing care and navigating services. Documentation of rights violations has increased visibility of systemic barriers and informed dialogue with service providers and stakeholders. Despite progress, challenges remain, including ongoing stigma, safety risks, and uneven availability of sex worker-friendly services across provinces.
Innovation and Significance
This approach demonstrates how integrating human rights advocacy, peer-led outreach, and service navigation strengthens HIV outcomes for sex workers. By linking rights-based action with service delivery, FF provides a model for addressing structural barriers while improving access. The experience highlights the importance of investing in sex worker-led networks to achieve equitable, community-driven HIV responses.
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