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Background:
Mother-to-child transmission (MTCT) is a major driver of paediatric HIV infections, and antenatal (ANC) screening is a key intervention to identify women living with HIV and prevent transmission. The regional target is 95% ANC coverage for HIV screening. In Vanuatu, the Ministry of Health (MOH) has recently implemented a decentralisation policy for ANC, training nurses and midwives in community-based ANC services to provide ANC-based screening using rapid point-of-care tests. This study describes variations in provincial ANC HIV testing coverage across Vanuatu to identify provinces requiring additional support to increase coverage of ANC screening

Methods:
2025 ANC and testing data were recorded daily in health facility (hospital and community-based) reports by facility staff and entered monthly into the national HIS database by the provincial HIS officer. Data were collated and analysed to calculate HIV screening coverage amongst women attending ANC and compare coverage across all 6 provinces and by health facility.

Results:
10307 women attended ANC clinics in 2025 and 37.6% (n=3871) were screened for HIV, ranging from 6.2% (n=273) in Penama to 67.4% (n=1152) in Tafea Province. 
HIV testing coverage was higher in hospitals (n=2287, 64%) compared to health centers (n=1311, 36%).  in five of the six provinces 
In some provinces, testing figures were higher than total Hospital ANC attendees suggesting some inconsistencies in reporting by hospital staff.

Conclusion:
ANC HIV screening in Vanuatu remains suboptimal with provincial coverages ranging from 6.2% to 67.4%. Low screening coverage in provinces such as Penama and Sanma highlight existing gaps in service delivery and implementation and challenges in operationalising the national decentralisation policy at provincial and facility levels. Strengthening the integration of HIV testing within community-based ANC services and improving reporting systems is needed to increase coverage and support prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV.
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