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Pacific Sexual and Gender Diversity Network

Main Barricrs

QU Criminalization

QStigma and discrimination

ULack of understanding of issues affecting key populations and
capacity to provide appropriate services to these groups

QLack of confidentiality

QHigh cost for health care

L Gaps in information on the size, behaviors, and health issues of
key populations

U Lack of sustainability of services provided by nongovernmental
organizations
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Stigma and Discrimination

TRANSGENDER PEOPL

STIGMA - FEELI
IDENTITY:

/ PALAU

ISLANDS 89%

KIRIBATI

While only 9% of Samoans -
surveyed felt shame about | 9%
their sexual or gender, in
Kiribati 89% of transgender
people/MSM felt shame. Mikey
said, “In the Bible it's wrong.. 47% 40%
and | feel guilty. | am wrong.” 55%
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TRANSGENDER PEOPLE AND MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN
SUPPORT FOR PARTICIPANTS’ IDENTITY - FAMILY:

PALAU FEDERATED SOF °8, ‘_. REPUBLC OHTHE
Iy MICRONESIA " MARSHAL
> 2o, ISLANDS

59%

In RMI and FSM there were
low levels of support for MSM/

transgender people’s identity.

One Samoan respondent

commented, “My family feels ok 40%
because at school, | was always | »

good at school, ..they teased . TUVALL" SA,TOA
me when | am too much.. : )

but they always feel happy 300/ \ 56%
about it and they didn't fee n ¢ o

like stopping me from being a VANUATU = 37/? t !
fa'afafine”. TONGA *
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TRANSGENDER PEOPLE AND MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH MEN
SUPPORT FOR PARTICPANTS’ IDENTITY - COMMUNITY:

Empowered lives, Resifient nations.
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In Tonga many of the leiti
(transgender people) had

arl ine inine roles | o
_ded‘ y defined 'femn e .o es TUVALU SAMOA
in the community. “Even in Vo -

the churches, they use leiti to \\ > 710/
do the decorations”. Lee, leiti (3
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Lack of understanding of issues
affecting key populations and
capacity to provide
appropriate services to these
groups

Lack of confidentiality
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About three-quarters (76%) of the overall sample had at some time wanted to seek
STI treatment or HIV testing, but decided against it. The most common reasons were
not having the time (44%), fear of knowing the test results (25%), worried about the
confidentiality of the results (22%) and attitudes of the service providers (17%). See
Figure 10.3.

Figure 10.3 Reasons for not attending a clinic for STl symptoms or HIV testing
(N=350).
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High Cost of Health Care
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Gaps in information on the size,
behaviors, and health issues of
key populations

Lack of sustainability of services
provided by nongovernmental
organizations
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