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Who?
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HIV in Australia today

HIV diagnosis and treatment
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HIV as a chronic illness

Who is left out?

• New HIV infections still rising
• Indigenous people

• Asian MSM

• Late diagnosis
• Indigenous people

• Heterosexually exposed

• Women

• Born abroad

• Older people

• Barriers
• Prevention

• PrEP

• Treatment

• Support & care

Left Out Magpies. Kylie van Tol
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The last ten percent

Death for all ages

AIHW. (2018, 18 July 2018). Deaths in Australia
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HIV and ageing

• Comorbidities
• Cardiovascular
• Malignancy
• Dementia
• Mental illness

• Frailty

• Social isolation

• Poverty

Chronic illness
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Late diagnosis

Pneumocystis jiroveci pneumonia in 
patient with HIV and CD4 count less 
than 200 cells/µL

Severe foot infection in patient 
with poorly-controlled diabetes 
mellitus

(Dr Behrang Amini , Radiopaedia.org, rID: 35823)

Plus ça change…
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Cost of injustice

Power, money & medicine

Exerci$e

Dre$$ings

$urgery

Medicine$

Grocerie$

Blood gluco$e monitoring

Tran$port

$ick days

$ugar Cigarette$
$hoes
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Response to HIV vs diabetes

The Columbian Exchange
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Colonial epidemic

Postcolonial malaise

Crawford, K., & Joier, V. (2018). Anatomy of an AI System
https://anatomyof.ai
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Who are “we”, anyway?

Power and knowledge

Naturhistorischesmuseum Wien
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Knowledge & power

“The Empire was simply the known area and who controlled the known area. Out 
beyond the known area of the Empire, you came to some very dangerous people 
and beyond there, you came to dragons and beyond there, you’d better not go.”

Sherwood and Pinch. ‘Unlearn’
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Prophets of age

The future of AIDS activism: If we don’t join the dots we are dead. Spotlight (2018)
Mark Heywood (Treatment Action Campaign, AIDS Law Project, SECTION27)

Sustaining activism…

“Revolution became Revolution Inc… coming at you courtesy of Sony, Nike…”
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Listening to communities

https://www.viivhealthcare.com.au/viiv-news/press-releases/2017/september/critical-steps-towards-addressing-hiv-in-australia-a-report-
from-viiv-healthcare-australia/

Wish list…

• Universal access to prevention, testing & treatment

• Flexible, responsive epidemiology & surveillance

• Substantial investment in HIV & sexual health literacy

• Critical reflection on structural racism & other discrimination by all
stakeholders in HIV partnership

• Meaningful engagement with all communities affected by HIV

• Bring the energy of HIV activism to the rest of health
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Thank you


