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Balancing competing demands to create vibrant Main Streets 

Street design is a collaborative journey involving a range of disciplines. For Main Streets this usually 
involves a team of passionate professionals from a range of backgrounds. The urban design/landscape 
architecture and transport engineering perspectives in particular are critical to reflect the place and 
movement (all modes) aspects of a street. There can be tension around these perspectives, often due 
to competing demands, that’s where collaboration and understanding each other views is important. 
Further tensions can arise from community expectations. 

This presentation will examine three street design projects where there were instances of tension, from 
within the team and with the community. These tensions were generally balanced with some 
compromises made but allowing the project outcomes to remain aligned with the objectives.  From the 
transport perspective finding solutions that still align with legal requirements but are also aligned with 
place outcomes is important. Likewise, landscape solutions that accommodate road safety outcomes 
but still align with, for example, a biodiversity strategy.  

Genuine collaboration within a project team will result in team members learning more about other 
disciplines. The presentation will share examples of this co-learning and present some challenges to 
the transport sector to consider when developing vibrant main streets. 

 

For abstract assessors – Here are the three projects I will discuss in the presentation 

 


