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Presentation title:  Rural Sepsis: are we meeting treatment targets? An audit of Sepsis in Hedland.


Abstract (max. 300 words): 

Little is known about the aetiology, outcomes and treatment of septic patients presenting to Australia’s rural hospitals. FACRRMs working in remote sites are faced with many difficulties when trying to achieve treatment targets. Aligned with ongoing developments in the area of sepsis care, this presentation will update conference attendees on current guidelines and shed a light on how FACCRMs can improve their management of sepsis. The authors will present a ‘rapid-fire’ synopsis of their project and how the evidence collected facilitated hospital-wide change. This audit has formed the basis of a new education and sepsis pathway implementation for the Pilbara region

Background
The Audit of Sepsis in Hedland (ASH) study is a FACRRM lead research project with the aim of evaluating the Emergency Department (ED) care against targets set by the 2012 Surviving Sepsis Campaign (SSC). 

Sepsis is defined as life-threatening organ dysfunction caused by a dysregulated host response to infection and is a leading cause of death and hospitalisation worldwide. The recent sepsis-3 task force developed a clinical tool based on three criteria to promote the increased recognition of sepsis patients, the quick SOFA (qSOFA) measure.

Study Type
Retrospective uninterrupted time series audit analysis using hospital, ED and pathological data.

Methodology
All ED patient episodes of care over a five-year period 1st January 2011 through 31st December 2016. Data was extracted from the hospital records for presentations with a clinical coding or keyword of ‘sepsis’, ‘septic shock’, ‘severe sepsis’, ‘urosepsis’, ‘pneumosepsis’ or ‘pyrexia of unknown origin’ including transfers to tertiary ICUs.

Clinical and biochemical parameters including observations, serial serum lactate measurements and blood culture results were entered into the ASH database. These were matched with antibiotic treatment times, intravenous hydration times and rates, inotropic and ventilator support measurements. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Learning Objectives
1. Review current guidelines for managing sepsis
2. Understand the aetiology and epidemiology of sepsis in the Pilbara region of Western Australia
3. Appreciate the current management of sepsis and where rural Emergency Departments can improve
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