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Presentation title: Rural Generalist Endoscopy


Abstract (max. 300 words): 

Endoscopic procedures can often be difficult for rural and remote patients to access.  This no doubt contributes to the higher incidence of bowel cancer and poorer outcomes for these patients.  Over the last 2 years, in partnership with the South West Hospital and Health Service, the Queensland Rural Generalist Pathway and the Princess Alexandra Hospital I have been involved in the creation and trial of a rural generalist endoscopy program.  This program has been developed to include a comprehensive training experience for rural generalists to achieve a qualification in endoscopy equivalent to that of a specialist surgeon or gastroenterologist.  In July 2017 Queensland Health announced rural generalist endoscopy as a key feature of the statewide Endoscopy Action Plan as a result of this trial program.  This will hopefully address the health inequality of endoscopy services in rural areas.  This presentation documents the journey involved in the creation of a rural generalist endoscopy program in Queensland and the future benefits to rural patients.
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