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Presentation title: The Global Assessment Tools in (medical) Education (GATE) Project
Abstract (max. 300 words): 

Background
Global Assessments are used throughout GP training, including at training program selection, during direct observation of practice, and within summative assessment.  Although some selection and assessment tools have been validated as markers of progression in training, the Global Assessment process used within these tools has yet to be clearly defined. 

Aims
[bookmark: _GoBack]To determine factors influencing assessors in their assignment of a Global Assessment score along with gaining an understanding the behaviour of assessors themselves.

Method
Project participants were Medical Educators and GP Supervisors from the nine Australian Regional Training Organisations and the Remote Vocational Training Scheme.   A modified Delphi process was employed in the form of rounds of questionnaires with scenario-based stem questions.    Participants self-reported factors contributing to Global Assessment which were subsequently ranked using Likert scales in further Delphi rounds. The questionnaires also comprised demographic and personal attribute variables including age, gender, years of clinical experience, and years of supervision provided. 

Results
The factors influencing Global Assessment are quite varied and are dependent on the context within which the assessment was occurring, and the assessor’s role and experience. An awareness of the impact of bias in making Global Assessments was also identified.

Conclusion
Global Assessment may be useful to indicate progression where traditional ‘checklists’ have not been reliable, e.g. communication issues, clinical knowledge deficits, cultural nuances, professionalism issues and difficulty dealing with uncertainty (Regher, MacRae, Reznick, & D, 1998).  As assessment is impacted by multiple sources of error, understanding the non-evaluative sources of error can provide direction on how to improve the utility of Global Assessment.

[bookmark: _ENREF_1]References:  Regher, G., MacRae, H., Reznick, R., & D, S. (1998). Comparing the psychometric properties of checklists and global rating scales for assessing performance on an OSCE-format examination. Academic Medicine, 73(9), pp. 993-997. 
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