[image: M:\Events\Internal\RMA Conference\Logo\46683 RMA 2017 logo.jpg]



Presentation title: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Returning cancer care to the community through telehealth
Abstract (max. 300 words): 

Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre – Peter Mac – is a national and international leader in cancer treatment and research. There have been pockets of telehealth activity at Peter Mac for several years, in particular for multidisciplinary meetings, and in the Late Effects service for long term follow-up of paediatric cancer survivors.

At the start of 2016 Peter Mac started introducing telehealth organisation-wide.  This presentation includes some case studies of how telehealth is already enhancing the delivery of cancer care at Peter Mac, and will reference examples from existing established telehealth oncology in place elsewhere. 

Consultations by video - telehealth – have the potential to dramatically change the way cancer care is delivered during active management and long term follow-up. The impact on patients, their carers and the health service can be significant.

Scheduled reviews by video while patients are on treatment can reduce the need for travel – when patients are at their most vulnerable both physically and psychologically.  Some routine chemotherapy can be provided by a local clinician under the direction of a tertiary oncologist via video.  This can dramatically reduce the inconvenience of frequent travel during treatment and improve the quality of life for both patient and carer. 

As paediatric cancer survival rates continue to improve, the number of adults requiring long-term follow-up continues to grow.  Telehealth provides additional support to GPs in caring for complex cancer survivors, in a setting that is often preferable to patients and more appropriate, and improves access to specialty care by reducing clinic load.  Collaborative consultations with the GP and oncology specialists enable this and have been delivered at Peter Mac for some years.
There will be a particular focus in this presentation on the role of collaborative consultations between General Practice and oncology specialists – during active treatment and for long-term routine follow-up of cancer survivors.
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