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Abstract (max. 300 words): 

The Department’s presentation will consider existing policy levers, introduced over the past two decades at a time of undersupply to distribute our medical workforce. It will also consider the usefulness of existing distribution classification systems in the current environment which has changed significantly in terms of workforce need and structure.

Existing measures have been successful in achieving growth in the medical workforce. Australia-wide, there has been a 12 per cent increase in the number of services per capital delivered by vocationally recognised (VR) GPs, with a higher growth in regional, rural and remote areas (MM2-5).  The growth in services per capita by non-VR GPs is exponentially higher, at 66 per cent Australia-wide, and a doubling in MM2 and 3.  These figures are evidence of the increasing reliance of rural areas on non-VR GPs.

Policy to increase the number of medical school places and subsequent growth in training places has led to a high increase (115 per cent) in services per capita from GP Trainees. This success is driven by an increase in GP Trainee numbers and by setting distribution targets for rural training. 

Despite the growth, there is no room for complacency. As policy makers, we must now turn our attention to consider ways in which to encourage and support Australian trained graduates to obtain the skills necessary to deliver quality services for rural communities. It is no longer satisfactory to have a one-size fits all approach to distributing our GP workforce. This calls for the active management of our regulations and policies in order to support medical officers to achieve vocational recognition as well as support the growing cohort of bonded doctors to address the changing needs of patients and communities. 
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