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www.campbellcollaboration.org

http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/


Police Patrols



Hot Spots Policing Trials

Campbell Review identifies 78 experimental 
and quasi experimental studies

62 of 78 tests show statistically significant 
crime prevention benefits

Source: Braga, Papachristos, & Hureau (2012) and update (2018)
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Deterrence without Displacement



Campbell Collaboration – Focused Deterrence Search









Risk Factors for Radicalization of Beliefs



Different Risk Factors



Translating Research into Practice



Three Messages 

1. What do we learn from analysis of data?

2. What do we learn from systematic reviews?

3. What do we learn from experiments? 



Better Engagement with High Risk Young People



Three Messages 

1. What do we learn from analysis of data?
2. What do we learn from systematic reviews?

3. What do we learn from experiments? 



Youth Crime Declining in Canada



Youth Crime Declining in Denmark



In Australia? In Victoria? 





SNAPSHOT for TWO NSW BIRTH COHORTS (born 1984 and 1994)

• The prevalence of violent offending was 2.6 and 1.8 percent, respectively—a decline of 32 percent

• The prevalence of property offending was 3.8 and 1.7 percent, respectively—a decline of 56 percent 

• The prevalence of drug offending was 1.7 and 1.3 percent, respectively—a decline of 22 percent 

• The prevalence of disorderly conduct offences was 3.3 and 1.9 percent, respectively—a decline of 42 percent



Group of ‘chronic’ offenders (those committing 5+ offences) in the 

1994 birth cohort who committed crime at a higher rate and 

accounted for a larger proportion of offences (77.2%) than the 1984 

birth cohort of ‘chronic’ offenders (67.8%)



Moffitt’s Taxonomy



Reducing Criminal Justice SNARES….

What Works To Reduce Youth Offending?



Three Messages 

1. What do we learn from analysis of data?

2. What do we learn from systematic reviews?
3. What do we learn from experiments? 



Diversion

• Involves the redirection of offenders away from 
conventional criminal justice processes to minimise 

contact with the formal criminal justice system 

BUT can also….

• Involve diversion into a program, including education 
and treatment programs to provide opportunities to 

address offending 



Summary of diversion programs that can be 

employed for use/possession offences in 

Australia, by type and state/territory

Police diversion for 

cannabis

Police diversion for 

other illicit drugs

Police/court diversion 

for young offenders

Court diversion for 

minor drug or drug-

related offences

Other non-AOD 

specific programs

ACT 2 1 1 1 1

NSW 1 0 1 1 0

NT 1 1 2 1 0

Qld 1 0 1 2 0

SA 1 1 1 1 2

Tas 1 1 1 1 0

Vic 1 1 4 1 4

WA 1 1 2 5 0





A combination of 26 databases and websites were searched. References of relevant reviews were also scanned to 

identify studies. Consultation with experts in the field. Searches executed by two reviewers. Search conducted between 

August 2016 and January 2017



Main Results

“Police-Initiated Diversion for Youth to Prevent 
Future Delinquent Behavior: A Systematic Review” by David.B. Wilson, Iain Brennan, and 

Ajima Olaghere (DOI 10.4073/csr.2018:5)



Main Findings

• The overall result across all studies translates into a 6 

percentage point reduction in reoffending from a 

benchmark rate of 50 percent

• Police-led diversion of low-risk youth who come into 

contact with the justice system is MODESTLY more 

effective in reducing a youth’s future contact with the 

justice system compared to traditional processing



Three Messages 

1. What do we learn from analysis of data?

2. What do we learn from systematic reviews?

3. What do we learn from experiments? 





Ability School Engagement Program (ASEP)



Tensions with Police



Police and schools decided to form a 

partnership…..



Third Party Policing Partnership



Truancy Laws



Communicating the Laws –

Procedurally Just Dialogue



Main Results

 Lengthened “time to failure” for recidivist offending 

 Lengthened “time to failure” for repeat school absences

 Increased self-reported willingness to go to school

 Increased parental understanding of the law -> increased school attendance

 Reduced self-reported anti-social behavior 

(one year & two years post random assignment)



How do you translate, upscale & 

move forward?



Evidence Dilemma



School Based Police Officers

$10 million per year in Queensland



 N = 11 quasi experimental evaluations

 Mainly weak designs, pre-post with no comparison 

group

 No crime control benefits found

 Possible backfire effect – increase in arrests for minor 

student misbehaviour



ASEP in New Contexts

• What benefit do you get by reallocating the role of School-

Based Police Officers to take on an ASEP role?

• Does ASEP work at scale? 102 young truants -> 1,000 

young truants

• Does it work better/worse for younger age truants than 

older age truants?

• Gender differences?

• Cultural differences?














