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Mother Baby Units (MBUs) which admit both mothers and their infants have been developed to offer specialised mental health care to this dyad. In addition to treatment of maternal mental health disorders the units provide parenting interventions and an opportunity to support the attachment relationship and social and emotional development of the infant. To date evaluations of Australian MBUs have described clinical characteristics and mental health outcomes of the mothers admitted and have compared resources and model design of units. There has been little description of clinical characteristics of infants admitted to MBUs including developmental competency and risks. Sources of parenting stress, attachment relationships and targets for caregiving interactions have also not been extensively studied. There are very few evaluations of infant outcomes, parenting confidence or caregiving relationships after an MBU admission in Australia particularly using reliable or valid measures. 
The paper will describe the development of an evaluation framework at our unit to validly assess the clinical characteristics of admitted infants and mothers in their role as parents admitted to the MBU, This initial study allowed us to establish the feasibility of using this evaluation framework to determine outcomes around parenting and infants for the MBU. We will also present initial findings on admission of clinical characteristics and risks for the infants in mothers with mental health disorders in the postpartum period. We will  discuss future directions of the evaluation framework in the domains of development and risk for the infant and parenting and caregiving relationships of mothers admitted to an Australian MBU. 
