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Objectives/aims 
Lack of access to pricing information, poor vegetable market demand forecasting, reduced access to technologies, and limited ability to engage markets promote inequity through inefficiency for rural Cambodian farmers. iDE’s social enterprise, Lors Thmey, deploy rural sales agents to provide access to quality inputs and training on best practices to increase productivity through the adoption of more advanced technologies and techniques. This research assesses whether Lors Thmey improves the use of agricultural inputs and practices, agricultural productivity and income of its clients. Market penetration curves were estimated to assess the scalability and profitability of Lors Thmey.

Methods 
A propensity score matching (PSM) method was used to create a counterfactual to estimate the impact of Lors Thmey and understand the range of benefits that farmers in Lors Thmey villages could potentially experience. The evaluation leverages household data from the Government of Cambodia’s own evaluation of a rural extension program called PADEE. The use of this data minimized the costs of the study while allowing for retrospective analysis. The PADEE data was combined with separate internal data comprised of Lors Thmey administrative sales and training records that were used to identify communities where the FBA program was active and what range of activities were being most utilized by clients.

Main findings 
Participation resulted in increases in the purchase and adoption of Lors Thmey products and practices. Productivity changes were most prevalent for value chains specifically aligned with Lors Thmey technologies. The analysis observed significant increases to target vegetable income and clients earned more from nonfarm activities, resulting in significant increases on nonfarm and total income. Finally, changes in income should be contextualized by larger trends showing a decline in income earned over the course of the program. Therefore, Lors Thmey should be viewed as mitigating economic decline while maintaining the viability of vegetable production as a contributor to a household’s income.

	



